


%ARLIER฀ THIS฀YEAR฀)฀WAS฀ASKED฀TO฀SERVE฀
ON฀ A฀ PANEL฀ DISCUSSION฀ AT฀ AN฀ !#-#฀
CONFERENCE฀ IN฀ #ALIFORNIA�฀ &OUR฀ OF฀ US฀
WERE฀DIVIDED฀ INTO฀ TWO฀TEAMS฀TO฀DEBATE฀
WHETHER฀MISSIONARIES฀SHOULD฀RECEIVE฀MORE฀
OR฀LESS฀TRAINING฀BEFORE฀GOING฀TO฀THE฀lELD�฀
)฀hARGUEDv฀FOR฀LESS฀TRAINING�฀/UR฀DEBATE฀
TURNED฀OUT฀TO฀BE฀QUITE฀GOOD
NATURED฀AND฀
EVEN฀HUMOROUS�฀4HE฀HOUR฀WAS฀INSIGHTFUL฀
AND฀ENJOYED฀BY฀ALL�฀3TILL�฀)฀CAN�T฀HELP฀BUT฀
WONDER฀IF฀SOME฀LEFT฀SCRATCHING฀THEIR฀HEADS฀
AND฀ WONDERING฀ IF฀ )฀ REALLY฀ MEANT฀ WHAT฀
)฀SAID�฀!FTER฀ALL�฀WHO฀CAN฀ARGUE฀AGAINST฀
PRE
FIELD฀ MISSIONARY฀ TRAINING�฀ ,OGIC฀
WOULD฀ TELL฀ US฀ THAT฀ THE฀ MORE฀ TRAINING฀
MISSIONARIES฀ CAN฀ GET฀ BEFORE฀ HEADING฀ TO฀
THE฀lELD�฀THE฀BETTER�฀9ET฀MISSIONS฀HISTORY฀
DOESN�T฀NECESSARILY฀PROVE฀THIS฀POINT�

)�M฀ ALL฀ IN฀ FAVOR฀ OF฀ WELL
TRAINED฀
MISSIONARIES�฀7HAT฀CONCERNS฀ME฀IS฀THAT฀
OFTEN฀PRE
lELD฀TRAINING฀FOR฀MISSIONARIES฀
IS฀ OFTEN฀ ACADEMICALLY
ORIENTED฀ THEORY�฀
BIASED฀BY฀SOME฀INAPPROPRIATE฀!MERICAN฀
VALUES�฀AND฀GIVEN฀TO฀NOVICES฀WHO฀DO฀NOT฀
UNDERSTAND฀THE฀SETTING฀INTO฀WHICH฀THEY�RE฀
HEADED�฀)DEALISTIC฀MISSIONARIES฀THEN฀HEAD฀
FOR฀THE฀lELD฀CERTAIN฀THAT฀THEY฀ARE฀READY฀TO฀
START฀WORKING฀THEIR฀MINISTRY฀PLANS�

3EVERAL฀ MINISTRY฀ EXAMPLES฀ AROUND฀
THE฀WORLD฀ EVIDENCE฀ THE฀ FACT฀ THAT฀MANY฀
OF฀ OUR฀ TRADITIONAL฀ !MERICAN฀ PRE
lELD฀
TRAINING฀MODELS฀ARE฀WELL
INTENTIONED฀BUT฀
INADEQUATE�฀!T฀THE฀FAIRLY฀RECENT฀EVENT฀OF฀
THE฀���TH฀ANNIVERSARY฀OF฀#HRISTIANITY฀IN฀
"ANGLADESH฀ �A฀-USLIM฀COUNTRY฀ SMALLER฀
THAN฀/REGON�฀BUT฀WITH฀A฀POPULATION฀OF฀
���฀MILLION฀PEOPLE	�฀IT฀WAS฀LAUDED฀THAT฀
A฀ MILLION฀ "ANGLADESHIS฀ NOW฀ IDENTIFY฀
THEMSELVES฀ AS฀ h#HRISTIANv�฀ -ISSION฀
LEADERS฀ FROM฀ A฀ VERY฀ EXPERIENCED�฀ LARGE฀
MISSION฀ AGENCY฀ WERE฀ ASKED฀ TO฀ ANALYZE฀
THE฀ STATE฀ OF฀ THE฀ "ANGLADESHI฀ #HURCH�฀
)N฀ITS฀MULTI
PAGE฀REPORT�฀IT฀WAS฀REVEALED฀
THAT฀ OUT฀ OF฀ ONE฀ MILLION฀ "ANGLADESHI฀
#HRISTIANS�฀�������฀OF฀THESE฀#HRISTIANS฀
WERE฀NOT฀-USLIM฀"ACKGROUND฀"ELIEVERS�฀
2ATHER�฀THEY฀WERE฀FROM฀FAMILIES฀OF฀ONE฀
OR฀ MORE฀ GENERATIONS฀ OF฀ #HRISTIANS฀ OR฀
WERE฀CONVERTS฀FROM฀ANIMISTIC฀HILL฀TRIBES�฀
4HUS�฀WHAT฀WAS฀BEING฀DONE฀IN฀MISSIONS฀
IN฀THAT฀COUNTRY฀���฀YEARS฀AGO฀CONVERTED฀

MORE฀-USLIMS฀THAN฀WHAT฀HAS฀BEEN฀DONE฀
THERE฀IN฀RECENT฀YEARS�฀)N฀THE฀0HILIPPINES�฀
WHERE฀ MY฀ WIFE฀ AND฀ )฀ SERVED฀ FOR฀ TEN฀
YEARS�฀ MISSIONARIES฀ OFTEN฀ SPEAK฀ OF฀ NEW฀
CONVERSIONS฀AMONG฀&ILIPINO฀PEOPLE฀WHEN฀
MUCH฀OF฀WHAT฀IS฀BEING฀ACCOMPLISHED฀IS฀
REVITALIZING฀ THE฀ MISSION฀ WORK฀ THAT฀ WAS฀
DONE฀ THERE฀ CENTURIES฀ AGO�฀ (OW฀ DOES฀
THIS฀ REALITY฀ REFLECT฀ UPON฀ OUR฀ TRAINING฀
MODELS฀TO฀PREPARE฀CANDIDATES฀BEST฀FOR฀THE฀
CHALLENGE฀OF฀REACHING฀THE฀LARGE฀-USLIM฀
POPULATION�A฀POPULATION฀STILL฀RELATIVELY฀
UNREACHED฀WITH฀THE฀'OSPEL�

)฀ DO฀ BELIEVE฀ THAT฀ WE฀ NEED฀ PRE
lELD฀
MISSIONARY฀TRAINING�฀BUT฀TRAINING฀THAT฀IS฀
SIGNIlCANTLY฀DIFFERENT฀FROM฀WHAT฀IS฀OFTEN฀
OFFERED฀BY฀PROGRAMS฀THAT฀STRESS฀STRATEGY฀
OVER฀ ENCULTURATION฀ AND฀ RELATIONSHIP฀
BUILDING�฀3UCH฀TRAINING฀SHOULD฀INCLUDE�

฀
��฀2EQUIRING฀LOCAL฀EXPERIENCE฀lRST
7HILE฀ SERVING฀ AS฀ MISSIONS฀ PASTOR฀

AT฀ 5NIVERSITY฀ 0RESBYTERIAN฀ #HURCH฀ IN฀
3EATTLE�฀ )฀ SPENT฀ MUCH฀ TIME฀ INTERACTING฀
WITH฀ PEOPLE฀ WHO฀ ASPIRED฀ TO฀ LONG
TERM฀
MISSIONARY฀SERVICE�฀)F฀SOMEONE฀DECLARED฀
THAT฀ HE฀ WANTED฀ TO฀ GO฀ SERVE฀ IN฀ #HINA�฀
PERHAPS฀ AS฀ A฀ TEACHER฀ OF฀ %NGLISH�฀ MY฀
INVARIABLE฀lRST฀QUESTION฀WAS�฀h(OW฀HAVE฀
YOU฀MINISTERED฀AMONG฀#HINESE฀PEOPLE฀IN฀
3EATTLE�v฀7HENEVER฀POSSIBLE฀WE฀REQUIRED฀
THAT฀ POTENTIAL฀ MISSIONARIES฀ MINISTER฀
LOCALLY฀ AMONG฀ THE฀ TYPE฀ OF฀ PEOPLE฀ THEY฀
WISHED฀ TO฀ EVENTUALLY฀ SERVE�฀ FOR฀ AT฀ LEAST฀
SIX฀MONTHS�฀)N฀THIS฀WAY฀THEY฀BOTH฀PROVE฀
THEIR฀COMMITMENT฀TO฀THEIR฀CHOSEN฀PEOPLE฀
GROUP�฀AND฀THEY฀ARE฀MUCH฀MORE฀PREPARED฀
TO฀EFFECTIVELY฀RELATE฀TO฀THESE฀PEOPLE฀WHEN฀
THEY฀ARRIVE฀ON฀THE฀lELD�

)N฀EARLIER฀YEARS฀THIS฀REQUIREMENT฀WOULD฀
NOT฀HAVE฀BEEN฀AS฀EASILY฀ FULlLLED฀AS฀ IT฀ IS฀
TODAY฀ IN฀ THE฀5NITED฀3TATES�฀!MERICA฀ IS฀
A฀MULTI
CULTURAL฀NATION�฀/UR฀CITIES฀AND฀
SMALL฀ TOWNS฀ARE฀lLLED฀WITH฀ IMMIGRANTS฀
FROM฀ EVERY฀ CORNER฀ OF฀ OUR฀WORLD�฀7HY�฀
THEN฀WOULD฀WE฀NOT฀ INSIST฀ON฀OBSERVING฀
FUTURE฀ MISSIONARIES฀ MINISTER฀ TO฀ THESE฀
PEOPLE฀ GROUPS฀ WHILE฀ THEY฀ ARE฀ STILL฀ HERE฀
AND฀ABLE฀TO฀BE฀SUPPORTED฀BY฀THEIR฀REGULAR฀
LIFESTYLES�฀

��฀5NLEARNING฀!MERICAN฀BIASES
3UBTLY฀AND฀ALMOST฀UNKNOWINGLY�฀MANY฀

!MERICAN฀MISSIONARIES฀HEAD฀TO฀THE฀lELD฀
WITH฀ A฀ MINDSET฀ OF฀ CULTURAL฀ SUPERIORITY�฀
7E฀ ARE฀ OFTEN฀ IMBUED�฀ THROUGH฀ BOTH฀
OUR฀SECULAR฀AND฀RELIGIOUS฀CULTURE�฀WITH฀A฀
SENSE฀OF฀TRIUMPHALISM�฀h7E฀HAVE฀COME฀
TO฀DO฀THE฀JOB�v฀7E฀ARE฀EAGER฀FOR฀RESULTS฀
THAT฀CAN฀BE฀REPORTED฀BACK฀HOME�฀-ANY฀
#HRISTIANS฀ ARE฀ CAPTURED฀ BY฀ A฀ hCLOSURE฀
THEOLOGYv฀THAT฀DRIVES฀US฀TO฀lNISH฀THE฀JOB฀
QUICKLY�฀฀4HE฀MISSIONARY�฀THEN�฀BECOMES฀
A฀ TEACHER฀ BEFORE฀ LEARNING�฀ A฀ SPEAKER฀
BEFORE฀ LEARNING฀ THE฀ OBSERVATIONAL฀ SKILLS฀
OF฀LISTENING�฀7E฀BECOME฀TOO฀QUICKLY฀THE฀
hCENTERv฀FOR฀MINISTRY฀ACTIVITY฀RATHER฀THAN฀
THE฀EMPOWERER฀OF฀ THOSE฀WE฀HAVE฀COME฀
TO฀ SERVE�฀-UCH฀OF฀MISSIONARY฀ TRAINING�฀
TO฀ BE฀ EFFECTIVE�฀ MUST฀ BE฀ AS฀ DILIGENT฀ IN฀
HELPING฀THE฀hLEARNERv฀TO฀UNLEARN฀WHAT฀HAS฀
BEEN฀ THE฀NORM฀OF฀HIS฀7ESTERN฀CULTURE�฀
,EARNING฀TO฀LISTEN�฀FACILITATING฀OTHERS฀TO฀
hTELL฀THEIR฀STORYv฀AND฀THEN฀LEARNING฀FROM฀
THE฀ EXPERIENCES฀ OF฀ OTHERS฀ THE฀ PRACTICAL฀
WAYS฀TO฀APPLY฀WHAT฀WE฀HAVE฀LEARNED฀IN฀
OUR฀OWN฀#HRISTIAN฀EXPERIENCE฀IS฀BASIC฀TO฀
MINISTRY�฀)N฀FACT�฀)�D฀GO฀SO฀FAR฀AS฀TO฀SAY฀THAT฀
POSSIBLY฀HALF฀ OF฀ ALL฀MISSIONARY฀ TRAINING฀
SHOULD฀BE฀FOCUSED฀ON฀UNLEARNING฀RATHER฀
THAN฀LEARNING�

!N฀EXCELLENT฀EXAMPLE฀OF฀THIS฀PROBLEM฀
OCCURRED฀WHEN฀THE฀FORMER฀3OVIET฀5NION฀
hWENT฀ OUT฀ OF฀ BUSINESSv฀ FOLLOWING฀ THE฀
COLLAPSE฀ OF฀ COMMUNISM�฀ 4HE฀ )RON฀
#URTAIN฀WAS฀PULLED฀BACK฀AND฀THROUGH฀A฀
NUMBER฀ OF฀MAJOR฀ INITIATIVES�฀!MERICAN฀
MISSION฀ AGENCIES฀ mOODED฀ THE฀ COUNTRY�฀
SOMETIMES฀EVEN฀AT฀THE฀INVITATION฀OF฀THE฀
NEW฀GOVERNMENT�฀5NFORTUNATELY฀ FEW฀ IF฀
ANY฀ INCOMING฀ MISSIONARIES฀ SOUGHT฀ TO฀
GAIN฀ ANY฀ INSIGHT฀ FROM฀ OR฀ PARTNER฀ WITH฀
THE฀ 2USSIAN฀ /RTHODOX฀ #HURCH�฀ WHICH฀
IN฀ ����฀ CELEBRATED฀ ITS฀ �����TH฀ YEAR฀ OF฀
#HRISTIANITY฀ IN฀ 2USSIA�฀4HE฀ 2USSIAN฀
/RTHODOX฀#HURCH฀WAS฀ACTIVELY฀ENGAGED฀
IN฀MISSION฀IN฀!LASKA฀AND฀OTHER฀REGIONS฀
BEFORE฀THE฀5NITED฀3TATES฀BECAME฀A฀NATION�฀฀
7HILE฀ THE฀ 2USSIAN฀ #HURCH฀ DID฀ HAVE฀
SIGNIFICANT฀ DOCTRINAL฀ DIFFERENCES฀ FROM฀
MANY฀ 0ROTESTANT�%VANGELICAL฀ CHURCHES�฀
THEY฀HAD฀SURVIVED฀FOR฀MORE฀THAN฀SEVENTY฀



YEARS฀ UNDER฀ THE฀ REPRESSIVE฀ 'ODLESS฀
COMMUNIST฀ REGIME�฀7E฀ HAD฀ MUCH฀ TO฀
LEARN฀ FROM฀ THOSE฀ WHO฀ HAD฀ SUFFERED฀ SO฀
MUCH฀BY฀HOLDING฀ON฀TO฀hTHE฀FAITH฀ONCE฀
DELIVERED฀TO฀THE฀SAINTS�v฀"UT฀MANY฀GROUPS฀
WERE฀TOO฀INVOLVED฀IN฀IMPLEMENTING฀THEIR฀
STRATEGIES฀TO฀hMISSIONIZEv฀THE฀COUNTRY฀THAT฀
THEY฀ OVERLOOKED฀ THIS฀ MOST฀ IMPORTANT฀
STEP�฀-UCH฀GOOD฀WAS฀DONE฀FOR฀THE฀GOSPEL�฀
BUT฀MANY฀OF฀THESE฀INITIATIVES฀EVENTUALLY฀
FELL฀ BY฀ THE฀ WAYSIDE�฀ AND฀ A฀ GREAT฀ DEAL฀
OF฀ HOSTILITY฀ TOWARD฀7ESTERN฀ #HRISTIAN฀
GROUPS฀ HAS฀ DEVELOPED�฀ 0ERHAPS฀ THE฀
2USSIAN฀#HURCH฀WOULD฀BE฀ FAR฀ STRONGER฀
TODAY฀ AND฀ 2USSIA฀ FAR฀ LESS฀ IMPACTED฀
BY฀ OBJECTIONABLE฀ WESTERN฀ VALUES�฀ HAD฀
!MERICAN฀MISSIONARIES฀ENTERED฀AS฀LEARNERS฀
RATHER฀ THAN฀ TEACHERS�฀ AS฀ LISTENERS฀ RATHER฀
THAN฀SPEAKERS�฀

��฀%XPERIENCING฀THE฀CULTURE฀BEFORE฀
ENTERING฀TRAINING

)฀ WOULD฀ STRONGLY฀ URGE฀ CHURCHES฀ AND฀
MISSION฀ AGENCIES฀ TO฀ REQUIRE฀ THAT฀ FUTURE฀
LONG
TERM฀MISSIONARIES฀SPEND฀�
�฀YEARS฀IN฀
AN฀OBSERVABLE฀INTERNSHIP฀OVERSEAS฀BEFORE฀
RELEASING฀ THEM฀ INTO฀ FULL
TIME฀ SERVICE�฀
)DEALLY฀ THIS฀ INTERNSHIP฀ WOULD฀ OCCUR฀ IN฀
THE฀COUNTRY฀OR฀REGION฀WHERE฀MISSIONARIES฀
ARE฀ TO฀ SERVE�฀4HE฀ )NTERNATIONAL฀-ISSION฀
"OARD฀�THE฀OVERSEAS฀ARM฀OF฀THE฀3OUTHERN฀
"APTIST฀DENOMINATION	฀CURRENTLY฀REQUIRES฀
THE฀SUCCESSFUL฀COMPLETION฀OF฀A฀THREE
YEAR฀
INTERNSHIP฀BEFORE฀OFlCIALLY฀COMMITTING฀A฀
MISSIONARY฀TO฀A฀lELD฀AND฀TEAM�฀

3UCH฀AN฀INTERNSHIP฀WOULD฀BE฀ONE฀NOT฀
OF฀MINISTRY฀OR฀ LANGUAGE฀ LEARNING฀PER฀SE�฀
BUT฀OF฀SIMPLY฀INTERACTING฀WITH฀SEASONED฀
MISSIONARIES฀ AND฀ COMMITTED฀ NATIONAL฀
BELIEVERS฀ IN฀ THAT฀lELD�฀7HILE฀ THERE฀ THEY฀
GATHER฀INVALUABLE฀EXPOSURE�฀A฀REALISTIC฀GRID฀
THROUGH฀WHICH฀THEY฀WILL฀PASS฀THEIR฀FUTURE฀
FORMAL฀ TRAINING�฀ )�M฀CONVINCED฀ THAT฀ THE฀
DOLLARS฀WE฀SPEND฀ON฀THIS฀SORT฀OF฀TRAVEL฀ARE฀
SOME฀OF฀THE฀CHEAPEST฀AND฀MOST฀EFFECTIVE฀
DOLLARS฀ WE฀ CAN฀ SPEND฀ FOR฀ MISSIONARY฀
TRAINING�

"ETWEEN฀INTERNSHIP฀AND฀THE฀lRST฀TERM฀
ON฀THE฀lELD

4HIS฀IS฀THE฀POINT฀AT฀WHICH฀)฀WOULD฀INSERT฀
THE฀MAJORITY฀OF฀WHAT฀HAS฀BEEN฀TRADITIONAL฀

MISSIONARY฀PRE
lELD฀TRAINING�฀0ERSONALLY�฀
)฀WOULDN�T฀ALLOW฀ANYONE฀TO฀ENTER฀FORMAL฀
MISSIONS฀ COURSES฀ WITHOUT฀ A฀ SIGNIlCANT฀
SHORT
TERM฀ EXPERIENCE฀ AND฀ DEBRIEFING�฀
4RAINING฀ AT฀ THIS฀ PHASE฀ SHOULD฀ INCLUDE฀
THE฀ FOLLOWING�฀ IN฀MY฀ ESTIMATION�฀ IN฀NO฀
PARTICULAR฀ORDER�

s฀ #OMMUNITY�฀4WO฀ THINGS฀ IN฀ LIFE฀
REQUIRE฀COMMUNITY�฀MARRIAGE฀AND฀BEING฀A฀
#HRISTIAN�฀9OU฀CAN฀SUCCESSFULLY฀ACCOMPLISH฀
NEITHER฀ ALONE�฀ -ISSIONARIES฀ MUST฀ BE฀ A฀
PART฀OF฀AN฀ACCOUNTABILITY฀COMMUNITY฀ON฀
THE฀lELD�฀/UR฀PRE
lELD฀ TRAINING฀ SHOULD฀
BE฀ DONE฀ WITHIN฀ THE฀ CONTEXT฀ OF฀ BOTH฀
TEACHING฀ AND฀ EXPERIENCING฀ COMMUNITY�฀
4OO฀MANY฀ hLONE
RANGERSv฀ ARE฀DRIVEN฀BY฀
THEIR฀ FIERCE฀ 7ESTERN฀ INDIVIDUALISM฀ IN฀
MISSIONS฀TODAY�

s฀ #ULTURAL฀ UNDERSTANDING฀ AND฀
ADAPTATION�฀ -ISSIONARIES฀ NEED฀ A฀ ROAD฀
MAP฀ FOR฀ DISCERNING฀ THE฀ CULTURE฀ THEY฀
ARE฀ ENTERING�฀ AND฀ FOR฀ ADAPTING฀ TO฀ THAT฀
CULTURE�

s฀%MPOWERMENT฀OF฀PEOPLE�฀-ISSIONARY฀
PREPARATION฀ TRADITIONALLY฀ PLACES฀ GREAT฀
EMPHASIS฀ ON฀ TEACHING฀ LEADERSHIP฀ SKILLS�฀
-ANY฀OF฀OUR฀TRAINING฀PROGRAMS฀ARE฀WEAK฀
IN฀HELPING฀DEVELOP฀ SKILLS฀ FOR฀ LEADERS฀ TO฀
BECOME฀ EMPOWERERS฀ OF฀ OTHERS�฀ )N฀ MY฀
MINISTRY฀ AT฀ 5NIVERSITY฀ 0RESBYTERIAN฀
#HURCH�฀ )฀ CAME฀ TO฀ THE฀ CONGREGATION฀ AS฀
A฀LEADER฀WHO฀KNEW฀HOW฀TO฀GET฀PEOPLE฀TO฀
SIGN฀UP฀FOR฀MY฀MINISTRIES�฀4HIS฀INCREDIBLE฀
GROUP฀OF฀SAINTS฀TAUGHT฀ME฀HOW฀TO฀BECOME฀
AN฀EMPOWERER�฀)฀LEARNED฀NOT฀TO฀SELL฀PEOPLE฀
ON฀MY฀IDEAS�฀BUT฀TO฀EMPOWER฀THEIR฀VISION�฀
0EOPLE฀COMMIT฀THEMSELVES฀MOST฀TO฀THOSE฀
THINGS฀THEY฀ARE฀A฀PART฀OF฀CREATING�

s฀#HURCH฀PLANTING�฀BUT฀NOT฀IN฀THE฀WAY฀
THAT฀WE฀TRADITIONALLY฀MEAN฀THAT฀TERM�฀3O฀
MUCH฀ BAGGAGE฀ COMES฀ WITH฀ THAT฀ WORD�฀
ESPECIALLY฀ IN฀ THE฀ -USLIM฀ WORLD�฀7E�VE฀
ENCOURAGED฀ CHURCH฀ PLANTERS฀ TO฀ BELIEVE฀
THAT฀ THEY฀ ARE฀ NOT฀ SUCCESSFUL฀ UNTIL฀ THEY฀
HAVE฀ PLANTED฀ A฀ TRADITIONAL฀ CHURCH�
AN฀ INSTITUTION฀ WITH฀ POLICY�฀ A฀ FORM฀ OF฀
GOVERNMENT�฀AND฀A฀FORMALIZED฀THEOLOGY�฀
)N฀REALITY�฀HEALTHY฀CHURCHES฀EVOLVE฀MUCH฀
MORE฀INFORMALLY�฀OUT฀OF฀RELATIONSHIP�฀FROM฀
THE฀GRASS฀ROOTS฀UPWARD�฀(EALTHY฀CHURCHES฀
NEED฀TO฀DEVELOP฀THEIR฀OWN฀FORMS฀OF฀POLITY�฀
WORSHIP฀STYLES฀AND฀METHODS฀RATHER฀THAN฀

LEARNING฀HOW฀TO฀MASTER฀OURS�
!FTER฀THE฀lRST฀FULL฀TERM฀ON฀THE฀lELD
/NCE฀MISSIONARIES฀HAVE฀COMPLETED฀THEIR฀

lRST฀ FULL฀ TERM�฀ THEY฀ STILL฀ NEED฀ ONGOING฀
TRAINING�฀ )฀ CAN฀ THINK฀ OF฀ AT฀ LEAST฀ THREE฀
AREAS�

s฀!N฀ INTELLIGENT฀DEBRIElNG฀OF฀ THEIR฀
EXPERIENCE฀CONDUCTED฀BY฀MORE฀SEASONED฀
MISSIONARIES�฀ WHETHER฀ INFORMALLY฀ OR฀
FORMALLY฀�THROUGH฀A฀SCHOOL�S฀FACULTY	�฀4HE฀
MISSIONARIES�STUDENTS฀SHOULD฀GIVE฀DIRECTION฀
TO฀THE฀DEBRIElNG฀BY฀ASKING฀QUESTIONS฀AND฀
EXPLAINING฀THEIR฀EXPERIENCE�

s฀ "RIEFING฀ ON฀ CHANGES฀ THAT฀ HAVE฀
TAKEN฀ PLACE฀ IN฀ WESTERN฀ CULTURE฀ SINCE฀
THEIR฀ DEPARTURE�฀4HESE฀ WOULD฀ INCLUDE฀
SOCIOLOGICAL�฀ FINANCIAL�฀ POLITICAL฀ AND฀
MISSIOLOGICAL฀ISSUES�

s฀4RAINING฀ IN฀ SPECIALIZED฀ SKILLS฀ THAT฀
MISSIONARIES฀ HAVE฀ COME฀ TO฀ REALIZE฀ THEY฀
NEED฀BASED฀ON฀THEIR฀SITUATION�฀&OR฀EXAMPLE�฀
ONE฀MISSIONARY฀TO฀4URKEY฀WHOM฀)฀KNOW฀
HAS฀ MOVED฀ FROM฀ ONE฀4URKISH฀ CITY฀ FULL฀
OF฀ FOREIGNERS�฀ TO฀ A฀DISTANT฀ AREA฀WITH฀NO฀
TOURISM฀AND฀NO฀FOREIGNERS�฀!LL฀OF฀A฀SUDDEN฀
ALL฀OF฀HIS฀NEIGHBORS฀ARE฀CURIOUS฀ABOUT฀WHY฀
HE฀ISN�T฀hWORKING�v฀)S฀HE฀RICH�฀,AZY�฀4HIS฀
MISSIONARY฀ NEEDS฀ TRAINING฀ IN฀ BUSINESS฀
DEVELOPMENT�

,OOKING฀ BACK฀ TO฀ OUR฀ hDEBATEv฀ IN฀
#ALIFORNIA�฀)�M฀EFFECTUALLY฀IN฀FAVOR฀OF฀MORE฀
PRE
lELD฀TRAINING�฀)฀WOULD฀SAY฀THAT฀WORK฀
ON฀THE฀hlELDv฀BEGINS฀LATER฀AFTER฀MORE฀AND฀
DIFFERENT฀TRAINING฀THAT฀OFTEN฀ISN�T฀REQUIRED฀
NOW�฀)฀WOULD฀PLACE฀WHAT฀MANY฀CURRENTLY฀
CALL฀ hPRE
lELDv฀ TRAINING฀ AT฀ A฀ LATER฀POINT�฀
-AY฀'OD฀GIVE฀YOUR฀CHURCH฀THE฀COURAGE฀
AND฀ CREATIVITY฀ TO฀ GIVE฀ YOUR฀MISSIONARIES฀
ALL฀OF฀THE฀TRAINING฀THEY฀NEED�

!RT฀"EALS฀HAS฀SERVED฀AS฀THE฀FOUNDER฀AND฀
DIRECTOR฀ OF฀7ORLD฀#ONCERN�฀ )NTERNATIONAL�฀
A฀MISSIONARY฀IN฀THE฀0HILIPPINES�฀AND฀AS฀THE฀
MISSIONS฀ PASTOR฀ AT฀5NIVERSITY฀0RESBYTERIAN฀
#HURCH฀IN฀3EATTLE�฀#URRENTLY�฀!RT฀IS฀A฀MISSION฀
STRATEGIST�CONSULTANT฀ FOR฀4HE฀ 0RESBYTERIAN฀
#HURCH฀�53!	฀AND฀SERVES฀AS฀THEIR฀2EGIONAL฀
,IAISON฀IN฀3OUTHEASTERN฀%UROPE�฀4URKEY฀AND฀
4HE฀"ALKANS�฀(E฀IS฀THE฀AUTHOR฀OF฀"EYOND฀
(UNGER�฀ A฀ "IBLICAL฀ -ANDATE฀ FOR฀ 3OCIAL฀
2ESPONSIBILITY�฀AND฀7HEN฀THE฀3AINTS฀'O฀
-ARCHING฀/UT�-OBILIZING฀THE฀#HURCH฀
FOR฀-ISSION�


