
)F฀ YOU�RE฀ OLD฀ ENOUGH�฀ YOU฀ REMEMBER฀
THE฀ FAMOUS฀ COMMERCIAL฀ FOR฀ 2EESE�S฀
PEANUT฀ BUTTER฀ CUPS�฀ /NE฀ PERSON฀ IS฀
WALKING฀AROUND฀EATING฀CHOCOLATE฀AND฀ONE฀
PERSON฀IS฀WALKING฀AROUND฀EATING฀PEANUT฀
BUTTER�฀%ACH฀IS฀SO฀ABSORBED฀IN฀HOW฀GREAT฀
HIS฀TREAT฀TASTES฀THAT฀THEY฀ACCIDENTALLY฀RUN฀
INTO฀EACH฀OTHER�฀)N฀SO฀DOING�฀THEY฀BOTH฀
END฀UP฀WITH฀A฀CHOCOLATE�PEANUT฀BUTTER฀
COMBINATION�฀!T฀lRST฀ THEY฀ ACCUSE฀ EACH฀
OTHER฀OF฀CLUMSINESS�฀BUT฀AFTER฀TASTING฀THE฀
COMBINATION�฀THEY฀LIKE฀IT฀BETTER�฀4HE฀IDEA฀
IS฀THAT฀WHILE฀CHOCOLATE฀AND฀PEANUT฀BUTTER฀
ARE฀GREAT฀APART�฀ THEY�RE฀EVEN฀BETTER฀AS฀A฀
hPARTNERSHIP�v

7E฀ TALK฀ A฀ LOT฀ ABOUT฀ STRATEGIC฀
PARTNERSHIPS฀IN฀MISSIONS�฀)฀WOULD฀SUGGEST฀
THAT฀ FOR฀ THE฀ SAKE฀OF฀EDUCATING฀CHILDREN฀
ABOUT฀ MISSIONS�฀ THERE฀ IS฀ NOTHING฀ MORE฀
STRATEGIC฀ THAN฀DEVELOPING฀ A฀ STURDY฀ LINK฀
BETWEEN฀THOSE฀MISSIONS฀ENTHUSIASTS฀WHO฀
WANT฀TO฀MOBILIZE฀CHURCH
WIDE฀MISSIONS฀
INTEREST�฀AND฀THOSE฀CHILDREN�S฀ENTHUSIASTS฀
WHOSE฀PRIMARY฀FOCUS฀IS฀ON฀REACHING฀AND฀
TEACHING฀THE฀KIDS�

4HIS฀ IS฀ PARTICULARLY฀
IMPORTANT฀ FOR฀ TWO฀

REASONS�฀ &IRST฀ IS฀ THE฀
FACT฀ THAT฀ SOME฀ OF฀ LIFE�S฀

MOST฀ IMPORTANT฀ DECISIONS฀
ARE฀ MADE฀ BY฀ CHILDREN�฀

3TATISTICALLY�฀ THE฀ MAJORITY฀
OF฀ #HRISTIANS฀ MAKE฀
THE฀ DECISION฀ TO฀ FOLLOW฀

*ESUS฀ COMES฀ IN฀ THE฀ h�
��฀
7INDOWv฀ �BETWEEN฀ THE฀

AGES฀ OF฀ FOUR฀ AND฀ FOURTEEN	�฀
3IMILARLY�฀ THE฀ MAJORITY฀ OF฀

MISSIONARIES฀MAKE฀THEIR฀lRST฀DECISION฀
DURING฀THIS฀WINDOW฀OF฀TIME฀TO฀FOLLOW฀

*ESUS฀INTO฀CROSS
CULTURAL฀SERVICE�฀4HUS฀
IT฀ IS฀ CRITICAL฀ TO฀ PROVIDE฀ THE฀ KIND฀ OF฀

DISCIPLESHIP฀ EXPERIENCES฀ THAT฀ CHILDREN฀
NEED฀ TO฀ RESPOND฀ TO฀'OD�S฀CALL฀ON฀ THEIR฀
LIVES฀WHILE฀THEY฀ARE฀STILL฀YOUNG�

3ECOND�฀ 'OD฀ IS฀ ACCOMPLISHING฀
WONDERFUL฀ THINGS฀ IN฀ OUTREACH฀ THROUGH฀
CHILDREN฀ TODAY�฀-ORE฀ AND฀MORE฀ STORIES฀
ARE฀ TOLD฀ OF฀ TEN฀ TO฀ FOURTEEN฀ YEAR฀ OLDS฀
WHO฀ TAKE฀ ON฀ SIGNIFICANT฀ CHALLENGES฀
AND฀ PERFORM฀ SIGNIlCANT฀ FEATS฀ FOR฀ THE฀
+INGDOM฀OF฀'OD�฀&OR฀EXAMPLE�฀"ETHANY฀
(AMILTON�฀ THE฀ WORLD฀ CLASS฀ SURFER฀ FROM฀
(AWAII�฀LOST฀HER฀LEFT฀ARM฀TO฀A฀SHARK฀ATTACK฀
LAST฀/CTOBER�฀WHEN฀SHE฀WAS฀��฀YEARS฀OLD�฀
4ODAY฀SHE฀CONTINUES฀TO฀COMPETE�฀"UT฀SHE฀
ALSO฀NOW฀PARTNERS฀WITH฀7ORLD฀6ISION฀TO฀
RAISE฀ �������฀ FOR฀ THE฀ WORLD�S฀ CHILDREN฀
WHO฀ HAVE฀ LOST฀ LIMBS�฀ MOSTLY฀ THROUGH฀
ACTS฀OF฀WAR�฀�6ISIT฀WWW�JUSTGIVING�COM�
PFP�SURlNGFORCHILDREN�	฀

'IVEN฀ THESE฀ FACTS�฀ )฀ ENCOURAGE฀ YOUR฀
CHURCH�S฀MISSIONS฀LEADERS฀TO฀DELIBERATELY฀
CONNECT฀ WITH฀ THOSE฀ WHO฀ LEAD฀ YOUR฀
CHURCH�S฀ CHILDREN�S฀ MINISTRY�฀ (ERE฀ ARE฀
SOME฀SUGGESTIONS฀FOR฀DOING฀JUST฀THAT�
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s฀ !SK฀ FOR฀ A฀ MEMBER฀ OF฀ THE฀ CHILDREN�S฀
LEADERSHIP฀ TEAM฀ TO฀ SERVE฀ ON฀ THE฀
MISSIONS฀COMMITTEE�฀OR฀VISA฀VERSA�฀THUS฀
PROVIDING฀A฀ LIAISON฀BETWEEN฀ THE฀ TWO฀
GROUPS�฀)F฀THIS฀IS฀NOT฀POSSIBLE�฀ASSIGN฀
SOMEONE฀ON฀THE฀MISSIONS฀COMMITTEE฀
TO฀ COMMUNICATE฀ YOUR฀ PLANS฀ AND฀
ACTIVITIES฀ TO฀ THOSE฀ RESPONSIBLE฀ FOR฀
CHILDREN�S฀ MINISTRY�฀ $O฀ THIS฀ CLEARLY฀
AND฀WELL฀IN฀ADVANCE�฀

s฀ )F฀ POSSIBLE�฀ HOST฀ AN฀ ANNUAL฀ DINNER฀
�OR฀BREAKFAST฀OR฀DESSERT฀HOUR	฀ FOR฀ALL฀
MEMBERS฀OF฀BOTH฀TEAMS�฀4HIS฀PROVIDES฀
TIME฀ FOR฀ MUTUAL฀ ENCOURAGEMENT�฀
NETWORKING฀AND฀PRAYER�

s฀ 5RGE฀ THOSE฀ IN฀ CHILDREN�S฀ MINISTRY฀ TO฀
INTEGRATE฀ MISSIONS฀ VISION฀ AND฀ ACTION฀
FOR฀ THE฀ CHILDREN฀ THROUGHOUT฀ THEIR฀
WHOLE฀PROGRAM�฀9OU฀MIGHT฀INVITE฀AND฀
PAY฀THE฀REGISTRATION฀COSTS฀FOR฀CHILDREN�S฀
WORKERS฀TO฀ATTEND฀!#-#฀CONFERENCES�฀
!LMOST฀ WITHOUT฀ EXCEPTION�฀ THESE฀
CONFERENCES฀ HAVE฀ STRONG฀ hCHILDREN�S฀
MINISTRY฀TRACKS�v

s฀'IVE฀ BOOKS฀ AND฀ VIDEOS฀ TO฀ THE฀
CHILDREN�S฀ DEPARTMENT฀ THAT฀ PRESENT฀
THE฀ IMPORTANCE฀OF฀ENLISTING฀CHILDREN฀
AS฀ YOUNG฀ AS฀ POSSIBLE฀ FOR฀ +INGDOM฀
PURPOSES�฀

s฀ (ELP฀ PURCHASE฀ MISSIONS฀ CURRICULUM฀
MATERIALS฀ AND฀ VIDEO฀ PRESENTATIONS฀
CREATED฀SPECIlCALLY฀FOR฀KIDS�฀#ONSIDER฀
BUYING฀ MISSIONS฀ lCTION฀ BOOKS฀ AND฀
BIOGRAPHIES฀AND฀SET฀UP฀A฀KIDS�฀LENDING฀
LIBRARY�

s฀0EOPLE฀ARE฀RESOURCES�฀4HE฀MISSIONARIES฀
AND฀ MISSION฀ AGENCIES฀ YOUR฀ CHURCH฀
SUPPORTS฀CAN฀BE฀SHARED฀WITH฀CHILDREN�฀
$ESIGN฀ WAYS฀ TO฀ PUT฀ THEM฀ IN฀ TOUCH฀
WITH฀THE฀CHILDREN�

s฀+IDS฀CAN฀BE฀A฀POWERFUL฀SOURCE฀OF฀PRAYER฀
SUPPORT�฀ 3END฀ YOUR฀ NEXT฀ SHORT฀ TERM฀
TEAM฀OF฀YOUTH฀OR฀ADULTS฀TO฀#HILDREN�S฀
#HURCH�฀!FTER฀THEY฀HAVE฀SHARED�฀LET฀THE฀
KIDS฀LAY฀HANDS฀ON฀THEM฀AND฀PRAY�฀!ND฀
BE฀SURE฀TO฀SEND฀THEM฀BACK฀WHEN฀THEY฀
RETURN฀TO฀REPORT฀TO฀THE฀KIDS�

s฀7ORK฀TOGETHER฀TO฀CREATE฀OPPORTUNITIES฀
FOR฀KIDS฀TO฀DO฀SIGNIlCANT฀MINISTRY฀AND฀
MISSIONAL฀ACTIVITIES฀NOW�

s฀ 0LAN฀ FOR฀ WAYS฀ THAT฀ CHILDREN฀ CAN฀
PARTICIPATE฀ IN฀ hGROWN
UPv฀ ACTIVITIES฀
BY฀ DEVELOPING฀ FAMILY
FRIENDLY�฀
INTERGENERATIONAL฀ MISSIONS฀ TEACHING฀
AND฀SERVICE฀OPPORTUNITIES�

9OU฀WILL฀NOT฀REGRET฀SPENDING฀THE฀TIME฀TO฀
TEACH฀CHILDREN฀ABOUT฀MISSIONS�฀WHATEVER฀
CHALLENGES฀YOUR฀CHURCH฀FACES฀IN฀BUILDING฀
MISSIONS฀COMMITMENT�฀2EMEMBER�฀'OD฀
IS฀PLEASED฀WHEN฀YOU฀UNLEASH฀THE฀POWER฀
OF฀'ODLY฀KIDS฀IN฀YOUR฀MIDST�

.ANCY฀4ICHY฀ AND฀ HER฀ HUSBAND฀ &RANK฀
LEAD฀ THE฀53฀#ENTER฀ FOR฀7ORLD฀-ISSION�S฀
)NLAND฀%MPIRE฀ OFlCE฀ IN฀#ALIFORNIA�฀9OU฀
CAN฀REACH฀.ANCY฀AT฀���
���
����฀OR฀AT฀
FTICHY AOL�COM�
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